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What a glorious season is fall! The
gradual progression of riotous color and chilly
air ushers in visions of home, hearth, and
harvest. = While the profusion of buds and
blossoms of spring and summer, are certainly a
feast for the senses, the escalating rainbow of
autumn surprises and delights me, like an
increasingly more beautiful sunset. The
landscape reveals an ever changing palette, as
trees become full to bursting, with glimmers of
pale gold, burnt orange, rusty red, and vibrant
yellow; their limbs reaching up to the sky as if
praising God for life! As leaves flutter to the
ground, they form a multicolored carpet that
provides fodder for various creatures. While I
know the biochemical reasons that leaves change
color and fall, I find myself intrigued by the
spiritual implications of creating works of art,
and then giving them away. In and among these
arboreal artisans, animals busily prepare for the
coming of winter, illustrating the rhythm of
stewardship that surrounds us in nature. God has
ordained all creatures, great and small, to depend
on one another’s rhythms, instincts, and habits,
to survive. But, in creating us in His image, God
has ordained that we should rise above mere
instinct and habit. We reflect His image most
brilliantly, when we use our gifts and talents to
serve Him and share His love.

Every Sunday when we gather for
worship, I am inspired by the variety of
personalities and individual gifts that God has
brought together in this community. Tom, our
music maestro, has a special way of choosing,
arranging, and playing music so that it amplifies
the Word and lifts us up into a greater awareness
of God’s presence. Our congregation is blessed
by the wisdom, insight, and dedication of our
ruling elders, who have been called by God to
make decisions in the life of our community.
Each person in our fellowship contributes to our
common life together, from the care giving
ministry of the deacons, to those who bake, host,
and serve at coffee hour, to those who toil in the
kitchen for fellowship events, to those who
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repair and improve our facility, to those teach our
children and model what it means to belong to a
family of faith. Every time we gather together is
an opportunity to bask in God’s presence; to see
ourselves as created in His image, and to reflect
upon the many ways we can share His love with
others.

As I look around the ‘branch’ of God’s
family here at Bethel, I see that though we are not
the biggest, nor broadest of all the limbs in God’s
Forest, our roots of faith go deep, and are growing.
This has been a year of abundance for us, as major
projects have been implemented, relationships
have been strengthened, and even new members
added to God’s family here at Bethel. We have
suffered grief] as losses have changed the shape of
our family tree. And yet, we are comforted by the
knowledge that what God plants here on earth,
will go on to thrive and blossom in heaven! And
by relying on God’s promises, we go on,
following the rhythms of people of faith, trusting
in God by hanging on to one another through the
laughter and the tears. We learn one another’s
stories, pray for each other, sing hymns together,
eat roasted corn, study God’s Word, work together
at meetings, make chocolate candy and puppets,
and envision new projects and possibilities.
Sometimes we disagree and get frustrated, but
then we forgive and go on, because we belong to
God, and that belonging makes us family.
Through it all, we worship the One True God,
celebrating the gift of grace and the joy .of His
love with others.

As the falling leaves provide a blanket of
cover for animals, we too have the warmth and
protection of our faith to share. Perhaps the
easiest thing for us to ‘give away’ to others is
simply our gratitude. Giving thanks to God for all
we have received is more than saying grace over a
meal; it is a way of life. Thanksgiving becomes
Thanks-Living when we commit ourselves to
furthering God’s Kingdom, by using our gifts and
talents to glorify His Name, and by appreciating

the gifts and talents God has given others. Also in



this newsletter, is an article about our
stewardship and goal setting for 2010. This
article gives concrete ways that we can all use
our talents and resources to invest in the future,

'me, and my family. I thank God for the joy of

ministering with you, and for the home He has
created here at Bethel. I pray we all continue to
grow closer to God, to learn His Word and Way,

and remember that we need one another in order
to do all these things. May we be inspired to share
our gifts and serve the needs of others, to the glory
of God. Happy ThanksLiving!

and work together to build up our foundation of
faith. I hope that each of you will be uniquely
inspired to embody ThanksLiving, by
participating in our vision, in your own unique

way.
In Christ,
In this spirit of gratitudc, I thank you for all your
continued love and support; for being there for Pastor Nancy
NEW PLEDGE CARDS!

Our 2010 Pledge Cards have been updated and will be available soon (extras will also be available on the
table in the back of the sanctuary). It is important that we have this financial information in order to
faithfully formulate a working budget for the coming year. We realize that economics are tight for all
families, including our church family. Your pastor and Session are diligently working to be good
stewards of our facilities and resources. Over the last year, thanks to your generous giving, we have been
able to install our new sign and our A/V system, as well as a number of maintenance repairs and
improvements, including painting in the sanctuary and fellowship hall, roof and chimney repair, and new
carpeting, to keep our building and grounds in good condition.

In addition to the goals outlined in the previous article, we have plans to continue improving our facilities
in the coming year. We are asking everyone to keep in mind that our basic operating expenses increase
each year. As you review this new Pledge Card, please prayerfully consider what you are able to
contribute to the ongoing ministry here at Bethel! We will be collecting Pledge Cards beginning on
November 15™, with Consecration Sunday being November 29™,

Please also note that boxes of giving envelopes will be made available to both members and friends. If
you are not a member of Bethel, but would like envelopes to facilitate your giving (and for tax records) we
will have extras available for your use on the table in the back of the sanctuary.

May God bless our ministry and mission in His Name!

Pastor Nancy and Your Session

HARVEST

2y [UNCHEON
Sunofay November 8%, 2009
12 :00 PM - Fellowship Hall

Meat, gravy, mashed potatoes, rolls,
and beverages will be furnished.

If you'd like to bring a salad
or dessert, a sign-up sheet is in the
back of the sanctuary; although it is not
necessary to bring a dish or sign up to attend.




November 2009 Building on the Rock @ www.Christ.Com
This year at Bethel, the theme of our Children’s Christian Education Program, is:
‘Building on the Rock of Jesus Christ: Walking and Talking our faith!’

This theme focuses on the need to build a strong foundation of faith in our children by grounding them
firmly on the ‘rock’ of Christ. Through our multi-dimensional program that incorporates art, music, and
energetic activities, we study God’s Word together and discover practical ways to live out our faith in
everyday life.

This is an exciting and inspiring theme for the children, but it speaks to us grown-up’s as well. As we enter
Stewardship Season and our thoughts turn to preparing for the coming year, we need to remember that
disciples of all ages should share in this same goal of building up our faith. As the Prophet Isaiah says:

Isaiah 11:1-10 (NIV)

1. A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

2. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of

counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord

3. and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by

what he hears with his ears;

4. but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the
earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the
wicked. ,

. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
yearling together; and a little child will lead them.

Sy

Your pastor and the session were inspired to join with the children by developing and expanding upon this
‘Building on the Rock” theme, for both our Stewardship Program and our goal setting for 2010.

In order to build up our foundation of faith, we at Bethel are committed to:

Learn God’s Word (W)

Do God’s Will W)
Share God’s Way (W)
Through Christ (Christ)
As His Community (Com)

We even came up with a catchy way to remember this theme: WWW.Christ.Com!

No, this isn’t a ‘real’ web address, yet, but we believe this summarizes our desire for growth, action, and
outreach in the coming year: As we focus on God’s Word, Will, and Way, through Christ, our
community will build a stronger foundation of faith!

This ‘address’ also gives us a three pronged focus for setting specific goals for 2010:

(W) Learning God’s Word: Essentially, this means increasing our knowledge, understanding, and
application of Scripture. This would be accomplished in our children’s program through greater parental
participation, creative application of concepts, and opportunities for fellowship, and service. For adults, we
are seeking greater participation in Bible Study and small group devotions.



Resources and Project needs: Enhancements for the children’s Christian Education Program could include
some updating of the children’s facilities downstairs, and consistent mentoring support by parents and
adults. Greater participation by adults could include starting a few fellowship groups thar would meet in
people’s homes for Bible Study and discussion. We could also consider an Alpha or Bethel discipleship

program.
Rationale: Discipleship is an ongoing and never ending process of learning and growth. In the Great

Commission (Matthew 28), Jesus said, “Go, therefore and make disciples...baptize...and teach.” In
order to ‘make disciples’ we must be disciples.

(W) Doing God’s Will: This addresses our need for stronger MISSION and QOUTREACH by our
congregation. We need to develop and implement a concrete and specific mission focus.

Resource and Project needs: This would depend on the particular mission effort identified. Monies and
participation to develop and implement this new mission would be needed. If a new mission is not deemed
a priority, then increased promotion and participation through an existing local mission would be an
option. We need to identify specific needs in our community and match those with the abilities and
strengths of our congregation. This will increase our relevance and visibility in the community.

Rationale: People do not become church members in order to join committees. They join a church
to seek a meaningful relationship with God and with His family (see the above and below), but they
also need opportunities to use their gifts and talents in service to others. The Apostle Paul reminds
us that the Body of Christ (the Church) is made of many members and all members do not perform
the same function. And Jesus said to Simon Peter, “If you love me...feed my sheep!”

(W) Sharing God’s Way: God calls us to live as a BODY; to live in community. We can do this by

enhancing our corporate worship, strengthening our relationships, and further developing our outreach to
the community.

Resource needs: Monies to further develop, expand, and enhance dynamic worship, including the purchase
of a computer and sofiware for our projector, continued updating and expansion of our website, taped
sermons for distribution, development of our music program (a children’s choir, Chime Choir, or Praise
Team are possibilities), as well as exploration of incorporating elements of Praise Worship.

Rationale: Worship is the central act that draws God’s people together, strengthens their devotion,
and sends them into the world equipped to do His will. In Hebrews, it says: “Let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

While stewardship ofien brings 1o mind financial resources, it means more than that. Stewardship includes
all that we offer to God in response to all we have been given. It requires the active and ongoing
involvement by all of us, in using our gifts, talents, and resources to further God’s Kingdom.

Bethel Members and Friends, we need YOUR help to further our vision to:

Learn God’s WORD,
Do God’s WILL,

Share God’s WAY,
Through CHRIST,

As His COMMUNITY!



Christmas Eve Fellowship

The fellowship following the Christmas Eve Candlelight
S8 service has become a tradition that everyone enjoys
@ and looks forward to. During the busy holiday this can

S = be a lot of work for just a couple people, but with more
people helping, it only takes a little effort from each person. Last
year was such a huge success that we are hoping you will be able to
give a little of your time again this year to help keep this lovely
tradition going.

Again this year we will be circulating a sign-up sheet for help with
the Christmas Eve Fellowship. We are looking for people to help with
set-up, arriving early to start the coffee and greet people, serving
punch and overseeing coffee/tea, and clean-up. Please help so that
we will all be able to enjoy the beautiful candlelight service and
fellowship.

Thank you,
The Congregational Care Committee

Women for Christ Thank Offering Sunday by
is November 8th ks

Rev. Thomas Menk will be our guest preacher. Rev Menk was the pastor
of Bethel Church from 1994 until 1999, after he had served the Calvert Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Etna for six years beginning in 1988 upon graduation from Seminary.
Prior to en-rolling in Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, he worked 26 years for Fisher
Scientific in Pittsburgh. After leaving Bethel, Tom was a full-time interim pastor of
Glenshaw Presbyterian Church, and then a part-time interim at Hawthorne Ave Presbyterian
in Crafton, and Concord Presbyterian in Carrick. He is now retired from interim work and
using some of his "retirement" time working on the Lazarus Fund Committee of the
Presbytery and on the Board of Directors of the Western Pa. Support Association of
Oikocredit (International micro credit organization), doing pulpit supply and a few other
things. Tom and Judy live in Penn Hills, have two sons and three grandchildren. He has
fond memories of his time with the Bethel congregation and the Monroeville Community and

his times when he has been invited back to lead worship.

Please make your checks payable to Women for Christ and mark “Thank Offering” on
the memo line, and include your name and/or offering envelope no. on the Thank Offering
envelope, which will be in the bulletin on November 8. The Women for Christ offering will be
going to the Salvation Army. We hope you will support the Thank Offering as well as you
have in the past.

Women For Christ
Ey _—-———-——-—'
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Walking and Talking our Faith!! (Discovering God’s Word, Will and Way!!)

Church School - 9:45 AM

Second Helping - 11:15 AM

Lunday ochool
DATE Sunday School

Classes

Second Helping:
Sunday School Extension and Enrichment

November 1, 2009 The Dugos Team

Good Choices-
Science Project!

November 8, 2009

The Friendship Family Team

Time Travel-
Bible Skitll Temptationl

November 15, 2009

The Becky McNamee Team

Avoiding Temptation: Science!

November 22, 2009

The Holly McCullough Team

Avoiding Temptation: Artl

November 29, 2009

The Shelby Doloughty Team

Begin Advent Activities
Avoid Temptation Phys. Ed Game ¥













